Liberal Democrat Community Newsletter 

Foxton, Heydon, Melbourn, Meldreth, Shepreth and the Chishills 

  

I am writing to you, as your councillor and campaigner for our interlinked cluster of villages, to keep you informed of local issues involving the District and County Councils. If you would prefer not to receive this email newsletter, please reply asking to be removed from the distribution list. If you know of someone not receiving this email newsletter who would like to do so, please ask them to email me at susanvandeven@yahoo.co.uk. 

  

INAUGURAL MEETING: MELDRETH, SHEPRETH AND FOXTON RAIL USER GROUP 

  

The purpose of this group will be to protect and enhance access to rail service from Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton Stations.  Please come along at 7PM, Tuesday, February 23rd, to the Elin Way , Meldreth, Sheltered Housing Communal Room.  Elin Way intersects Meldreth High Street near the primary school and village hall.  Ample parking at the village hall;  Meldreth Station is five minutes’ walk.  All welcome. 

  

A10 LITTER PICK 

  

Following a request one year ago for a litter pick along the A10 between Foxton Bottom and Shepreth Frog End, a second request has been made and South Cambs District Council will, hopefully, be taking action to get the job done. 

  

A10 CYCLE PATH 

  

With funding from ‘ Cambridge Cycling Town ’, several new high-quality cycle paths are to be constructed in and around Cambridge .   Work on a cycle path from Cambridge to Harston is due to start this spring.  The Area Joint Traffic Management Committee agreed at its January meeting to include a cycle path linking Harston and Foxton on the reserve list, should any other planned paths be delayed or abandoned due to unsolvable snags. 

  

POT HOLES AND ROAD REPAIR 

  

Thanks to residents and parish councils for reporting pot holes.  The email address provided in January’s newsletter was missing a dot and the correct address is street.scene@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 

  

Cambridgeshire’s highways are degrading badly. On Principal Roads 3.4% need repair compared to 2.1% last year; on Non Principal Roads 7.1% need repair compared to 4.9% last year; on Unclassified roads 23% need repair compared to 19% last year. 
  

LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 

  

Every home in the county will receive a leaflet outlining initial plans and offering the chance to give views on local transport priorities, by returning a questionnaire.  Please respond, and in particular please highlight what you consider to be the main problems with local transport – not enough buses, poor road maintenance, or lousy winter gritting are things you may want to mention.  If nobody responds then the County will set the priorities itself.  You can respond online via a link from the main Local Transport Plan page at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk./ltp. 

  

HELP FOR LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYED
Thanks to £1.5 million received by organisations across the county, 237 temporary jobs for young people and the long-term unemployed will be created across Cambridgeshire. The jobs are aimed at 18-24 years olds who have been out of work and claiming Job Seekers' Allowance for at least nine months. The long-term unemployed aged 25 and over who are claiming Job Seeker's Allowance and live in areas where the unemployment rate is 1.5 per cent higher than the national average will also benefit from the new job opportunities. Those qualifying for the scheme will need to apply through Jobcentre Plus, with the first jobs available from February. 

  

HOME INSULATION GRANTS AND BOILER SCRAPPAGE SCHEME 

  

To discover if you are entitled to any financial help in insulating your home, please visit www.easternCRI.org.  There are lots of grants available; this website will also tell you how much it will cost to insulate your home even if you are not entitled to a grant.  
  

If your boiler is one of the old style energy inefficient ones, you can claim £400 toward the cost of a new boiler which will be cheaper to run. Ring 0800 512012 or visit the Energy Savings Trust website for help and information.  
  

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE PANEL: CURRENT PRIORITIES 

  

Some of the priorities agreed at the January Police Panel include illegal and dangerous parking in Melbourn High Street near the chip shop, and Hall Lane , Great Chishill.  Another agreed priority was speeding hot spots, including Fowlmere Road , Heydon.  The next Neighbourhood Police Panel will be held on Tuesday April 20, 7 for 7:30, at Foxton Village Hall.  All welcome, and this is an excellent way of getting very local issues onto the police action list. 

  

MEET YOUR POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS 

  

PCSO Lindsay Gardiner will be at Melbourn Village College every Friday from 3-5 PM, to answer questions and discuss any concern you may have about policing in your area, or any other questions about police work in our villages.  
  

MELBOURN VILLAGE COLLEGE: MARKET AND CAR BOOT 

  

The first in a series of monthly markets, supporting local businesses, charities, and Melbourn Village College PTFA, takes place on Saturday, February 27, 10-12:30, at Melbourn Village College .  For more information please contact Jane on 01223 565424 or 01763 262040. 

  

Car boot sale on Sunday, March 7, 10-1, sponsored by MVC PTFA.  £6 per pre-booked pitch or £8 on the day.  Vans £10.  Contact Irene Bloomfield on 01763 222558. 
  

TIBET: ITS MYSTERIES AND ENIGMAS 

  

Tickets are still available for a talk on modern Tibetan society, by Melbourn resident Bruce Huett and Cambridge University Tibet scholar Dr Hildegard Diemberger, March 12th, 7PM.  Tickets are £12.50 and include supper and dessert.  Please contact me by reply. 
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